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      								Introducing Digital Mental Health Resources in Schools

 A VIRTUAL FORUM was held on January 29. You can click on the Video below to see it.

Surging mental health demand among youth and a chronic clinician shortage has resulted in a capacity crisis requiring innovative solutions in schools. Last year the Partnership for a Connected Illinois (PCI) presented an overview of the needs in schools and the emerging digital and supplemental tele-behavioral mental health vendor field for student services. This year we will overview the types of tiered digital mental health resources being introduced in schools nationwide, discuss implementation issues, and share tips to assure effective engagement and impact. A panel discussion, including participants from rural, urban and suburban Illinois school districts, will share their needs, experiences, and lessons learned in introducing these supplemental resources in the ‘23-’24 school year.
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Partnership for a Connected Illinois (PCI) was formed in 2009. In its first five years, PCI oversaw the expenditure of over $305 million for the expansion of broadband over 3,593 miles in Illinois. PCI collaborated with broadband providers to create detailed maps indicating broadband coverage and speeds across the state. 

[image: ]Illinois Telehealth Initiative

In 2015, PCI launched the Illinois Telehealth Initiative (ITI) based on the recommendations of the Governor’s Subcommittee on Telehealth to create a neutral forum that convenes telehealth stakeholders with the goal of supporting the advancement of telehealth services in Illinois.In the last five years, PCI has focused on the need for behavioral health services for children, specifically offered through K12 schools in Cook county and Illinois. 

 

 

Article on the Origins of the Illinois Telehealth Initiative:
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